Clogher
Hill Fort

Iron Age Royal Site




Clogher Hill Fort was important

Clogher Hill Fort was not just a fort.

It was a royal centre where kings
ruled, ceremonies happened,

and people lived and worked for
many centuries. . —

e —
o~ -
PR
.-~ -
4 g
L

- ——
.,
o
&, - o
..A.
-
:

-
-~ -

~ 8
% “w‘\}. - \



What is
Clogher Hill
Fort?

Ancient hilltop site from Iron Age and early medieval Ireland

Long before castles were built, kings ruled from places like
this

Royal centre for the kings of Airgialla

Place for meetings, ceremonies and crowning kings

Used for over 1,000 years (Bronze Age to about AD 900)



What s a
Hillfort?

A settlement built on top
of a hill

Protected by large earth
banks and deep ditches

People built hillforts
because:

Hills were easier to defend

People could see enemies
or visitors from far away

It showed power and
importance
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King's Hall ‘ | | RdﬁdHoSes : Workshops

Great wooden hall for LN il  Small huts where REMM Arcas for metalworking
meetings and feasts pas ; people lived _ VAN and crafts

* Tall earth banks
* Deep defensive ditches

Features Of «  Wooden buildings inside the fort
Clogher Hill

FO rt * Round houses where people lived

Archaeologists think there were:

e Alarge hall where the king met chiefs
*  Work areas for making tools and jewellery
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“Arfefacts Found at the Fort
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- Bronze Sword -

* Objects found on the Fort came from

faraway parts of Europe
Tra d e an d * This shows traders travelled long '
distances
TraVE| * The hillfort was an important centre ,

for trade and crafts

o



The Kings of
Airgialla

Clogher Hill Fort was the royal capital of the kings of Airgialla
(Oriel).

Kings and nobles came here to:

e Make laws and decisions

e Settle arguments between tribes
e Hold feasts and celebrations

e Show their power and authority



The
Inauguration
Mound

* Aspecial mound at the
south end of the hill

* Used for inauguration
ceremonies

Inauguration means:
* Officially becoming king

The new king might:
e e Stand on a sacred mound
or stone

* e Promise to rule fairly
* e Beaccepted by chiefs and

Inauguratlon Mound warriors

Sacred place where kings were crown
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The Ancient
Barrow

* Aring barrow is a circular burial mound
e Older than the hillfort
* Probably from the Bronze Age

Barrows often contained:
* Graves

* Pottery

* Tools or weapons



Why Was the
Barrow
Important?

 The site was already
ancient and sacred

e Later kings may have
chosen the hill because of
its history

* |t connectedrulersto
their ancestors
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Why Was
Clogher Hill
Fort
Important?

Royal power — Home of
kings

Ceremonies — Kings
crowned here

Defence — Hilltop and
banks protected people

Trade and crafts — Busy
centre for workers and
traders



Think Like an
Archaeologist!

Why did kings choose hilltops for
their centres of power?

Why might an ancient burial
mound make a place sacred?

What kinds of jobs might people
have had inside the hillfort?
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