This educational comic book resource is part of an initiative
to mark important historical sites in Mid-Ulster. Beaghmore
Stone Circles are located on the edge of the Sperrins outside
Cookstown with a history dating back thousands of years.
The ancient site contains stone circles, stone rows and cairns and was
first discovered in the late 1930s by a farmer. The exact function of the
site is not known. Some think the stone circles refer to the movement of
comets in the night sky or that they have a connection to certain times
of the year, linked to the rising and setting of the sun.
Beaghmore Stone Circles is a State Care Monument managed by the
Department for Communities. It is free to visit and open year-round.
www.midulstercouncil.org

Comic developed by:

History of the Site
Stone circles are a common
feature in parts of Ireland,
including in counties Cork and
Kerry, but one of the best examples
is found at Beaghmore outside
Cookstown.
Human activity at Beaghmore has been
traced back up to 6,000 years ago, when the
site would have been surrounded by trees. The
area was cleared by farmers to grow crops.
A total of seven stone circles, ten stone
rows and 12 cairns (small stacks of stones)
have been recorded at the site since it was
discovered by George Barnett in the late
1930s. One of the circles contains over 800
small stones placed upright in the ground.

Q

What do you think
the stone circles
mean? Have a class
discussion after you
visit the site and
write down some
of the answers.

There are different thoughts about construction
of the stone circles and stone rows, but it is

certain that a lot of time, organisation and
effort went into arranging the site.
Some think the site could have been used for
religious or social events, to mark the rising
of the sun at the solstice, or to record the
movement of the moon and sun in the sky.
Others have suggested the site was
constructed to restore fertility to the area after
bad weather conditions saw a bog starting
to cover the ground.

Did you know...
George Barnett, who discovered the stone
circles, wrote a poem describing how
he thought the site was once used as an
observatory. It includes the lines:

...One stone by the circle’s a day
it appears, Another convenient
makes out the leap years...
Stone cairns (a pile or stack of stones) around
the site also mean the site could have been
used for burials as some have been found
to contain human remains.
The Beaghmore Stone Circles site is surrounded
by an area of peat and it’s possible that more
sets of stones lie covered underneath.
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Beaghmore Stone Circles is open yearround. Visit the ancient site to see firsthand
the precision used to arrange and build the
stone circles. Car parking is available.
For further information please
contact 028 8676 9949.
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Record a podcast with
George Barnett

Create a poster encouraging
people to visit Beaghmore

Imagine you are talking to George
Barnett, the man who uncovered the
Beaghmore Stone Circles site. In pairs,
record a short radio style podcast
or interview with George about his
discovery and what he thinks the site
means. Use audio recording software
(e.g. Audacity or Garageband) and
add sound effects if you wish.

Beaghmore Stone Circles is one of the
most important archaeological sites in
Ireland. Design a poster encouraging
people to visit the site. Draw a colourful
impression of the site and think of a
headline and tagline that will capture
the public’s attention. You may also
use design software (e.g. Photoshop
or GIMP) to create your poster.
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Curriculum Objectives

Mutual Understanding,
Media Awareness, Cultural
Understanding
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Mutual Understanding,
Media Awareness, Cultural
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Cross Curricular Skills

Communication, Using ICT
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Communication, Using ICT

Thinking Skills and
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Managing Information, Working
With Others, Being Creative
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Managing Information, Self
Management, Being Creative

Areas of Learning

The World Around Us, Language
and Literacy
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The Arts, The World Around Us,
Language and Literacy

Create your own
animation!
Download a suite of animation assets from the
Burnavon Theatre website
(www.burnavon.com/education) and create an
animation about Beaghmore
Stone Circles.
Downloadable designs include
everything you will need for your story
including stones and cists and various
characters such as George Barnett.
Print, cut and arrange the 2D assets to
create your own stop-motion film. Work
in groups in your class to make a film
about how the site was uncovered and
its significance.
Add special effects, record your own
audio and use text to complete
your animation!

For helpful hints and advice on how
to create stop-motion animation,
download the Nerve Centre’s free
‘Creating Animation in the Classroom’
iBook for step-by-step instructions.
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Curriculum Objectives

Mutual Understanding, Cultural
Understanding

Cross Curricular Skills

Communication, Using ICT

Thinking Skills and
Personal Capabilities

Managing Information, Being
Creative, Working With Others

Areas of Learning

The Arts, The World Around Us,
Language and Literacy

